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• Housekeeping, community norms

• History of the Voting Rights Act

• Supreme Court Cases

• State of Play/ History of VRAA

• Review of JLVRAA 

• Compare two VRAA’s

• Compare Democracy Bills

• Questions

Join us for an 
advocacy adventure!

Agenda



• If you are not speaking, please mute yourself to minimize sound 
issues.

• Make sure you identify yourself (name, your Local League, & 
pronouns) when asking questions

• We will be monitoring the chat box. If you have any questions 
or thoughts throughout the call, please feel free to drop them in 
the chat box.

Housekeeping



Community Norms
Bring your full self and limit distractions

Use the chat box to add thoughts, experiences, 
and/or questions

What is learned here, leaves here

No one knows everything, together we know a lot

Don't yuck my yum

Oops, ouch, and educate

Assume best intentions



POLL!!!



A quick history of the VRA

1965

Introduced and signed into law 
by President Johnson

1970 and 1975

Amendments made to extend 
section 5

1982

Renewal of Section 4 and 
adoption of new standards

2006

Renewed special provisions 
again

2013

Shelby County v. Holder 
decisions

2019

House passes VRAA led by Terri 
Sewell; Senate does not hold a 

hearing

2021

House passes John Lewis 
VRAA; Senate still to act

Brnovich v. DNC case



• Case involved a challenge to Section 4(b)'s 
coverage formula and Section 5 preclearance 
enforcement of the VRA

• The Court held that the coverage formula was 
unconstitutional and could no longer be used to 
put states and jurisdictions under preclearance

• The Court put it on Congress to develop a new 
updated formula that was based on current data 
and practices.

• The VRAA would implement a new coverage 
formula

Image from Brennan Center for Justice

Shelby County v 
Holder



• Case challenging two Arizona laws that involving 
an out of precinct voting policy and ban on 
ballot collection by third parties as 
racially discriminatory policies under Section 2 of 
the VRA

• The Court upheld both Arizona laws

• The holding established new factors to be 
considered in Section 2 cases

• Under the new VRAA, Section 2 would reestablish 
the right to bring a lawsuit challenging the 
discriminatory intent or results of an election law.

Brnovich v DNC

Image from William & Mary University



State of Play
First Introduced in 2015 during the 
114th Congress

First passed the house in 2019 
during the 116th Congress

Throughout 2021 the House 
Judiciary Committee and Senate 
Rules & Administration Committee 
held voting rights hearings

House came back from Recess and 
passed the JLVRAA on August 24th

Currently in Senate 

Credit: VOX



POLL!!!



Creating new review and 
approval criteria for preventing 
racial discrimination

Redefining Voting Rights 
Violations

Reestablishing Federal Review 
and Approval

John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act 
Overview

Credit: New York Times



Overview Cont.

• Restoring the Ability to 
Challenge Racial Discrimination 
in Court

• Increasing Transparency

Credit: ABC News



What’s different:
• Directly responds to the 

Brnovich decision

The 2019 VRAA vs. 2021 VRAA

What stays the 
same:
• Responds to Shelby decision

• Redefines voting rights 
violations

• Transparency provisions

• Assign observers



Telling 
the 
difference 
between

John Lewis VRAA 

For the People Act

Freedom to Vote Act



Take Action

• Look out for a Freedom to Vote Action Alert



Questions?


